THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL BECK
the Council of State, publicly proclaimed his distrust
of the German policy, and reverted to the secret tactics
of his revolutionary days by bringing into being an
underground military organmtion known as the P.O. W.
In the meantime there had happened the Russian Revolu-
tion, and this meant that one of Pilsudski's objectives
had been attained by the obliteration of the old Russia.
There was thus no doubt in the mind of Pilsudski
and his instructions were followed willingly by the over-
whelming mass of the legionaries, that their role was
now finished and it was time to disband. Lieutenant
Beck had even at this early date fully entered into the
mind of Pilsudski, and accordingly he joined with his
companions in refusing to take the oath prescribed by
the occupying authorities of ' fidelity in arms with the
armies of Germany and Austro-Hungary/ At last the
German authorities were thoroughly alarmed. They saw
a force in opposition which was capable of blocking
their lines of communication. Accordingly they were
at once spurred into action. They arrested Pilsudski
on July 2ist, 1917, and imprisoned him in Magdeburg.
They disbanded the Legions, and Lieutenant Beck was
sent with other so-called mutineers to Radymin where
General Schelling tried in vain to break the determina-
tion of the young lieutenant and his followers. When'
at last it was seen that all blandishments were in vain,
and that the legionaries were not to be moved, some of
them were interned, and others who had Austro-
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